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Welcome to the 8th OOPSLA Workshop on
Domain-Specific Modeling — DSM’08

Preface

Domain-Specific Modeling (DSM) has recenthceived a surge of interest due to

its ability to raise the abstraction level of system development beyond
programming by specifying the solution directly using domain concepts. DSM
enables end-users to be participants in describing problems in their domain and
can also improve the productivity of software developers. In many cases, final
products can be generated automatidatiyn these high-level specifications. This
automation is possible because both the language and generators are aligned to the
requirements of a specific domain. The abstractions that are available in domain-
specific models allow reasoning and design at the appropriate level of abstraction
using icons and idioms familiar to domain experts. For example, a domain-
specific model for cell phone softwamould have concepts like “Soft key
button,” “SMS” and “Ring tone,” and generators to create calls to the
corresponding code components and underlying frameworks.

Continued investigation is still needed in order to further advance the acceptance
and viability of domain-specific modeling. This workshop, which is in its eighth
incarnation at OOPSLA 2008, featuresearch and position papers describing
new ideas at either a practical or theoretical level. On the practical side, several
papers in these proceedings describeieggdn of modeling techniques within a
specific domain. The two-day program contains demonstrations of DSM tools, a
panel on evolution issues, and also a keynote.

We have organized the 16 papers in ¢heoceedings to emphasize general areas
of interest into which the papers loosely fit. In addition to examples of DSM,
authors from both industry and academrasent research ideas that initiate and
forward the technical underpinnings of domain-specific modeling. As a whole the
body of work highlights the importance of metamodeling, which significantly
eases the implementation of domain-specific languages and provides support for
experimenting with the modeling language as it is built.

We hope that you will enjoy this record of the workshop and find the information
within these proceedings valuable towgadir understanding of the current state-
of-the-art in domain-specific modeling.
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